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First JKML of the Professor Jai Krishna Memorial 

Lecture (JKML) Series, 6 November 2020 

Organised by CoEDMM , IIT, Roorkee, India 
By:  Dr. Sudip Roy, IIT, Roorkee, India 

Professor Jai Krishna was an eminent civil engineer 

from India with specialisation in earthquake 

engineering. He served University of Roorkee for 

many years and rose to become its Vice Chancellor. 

From the very early stage in his career, Dr Jai 

Krishna, worked for the betterment of engineering in 

terms of education and R&D, quality of academics, 

professional status, and, opening up new vistas to 

serve the needs of national development. He served 

as a UNESCO Expert for a year in 1967-68, advising 
on establishment of an Institute for Earthquake 

Engineering in Yugoslavia. In 2008, he was voted 

(posthumously) as one of the twelve legends of 
Earthquake engineering at the 14th World 

Conference in Earthquake engineering held at 

Beijing. Over his long career he won many prizes 
and awards from national and international 

organizations. Some of the notable awards were the 
Thomason Prize, Cautley Gold Medal, the Calcott 

Reilly Memorial Gold Medal, the S S Bhatnagar 

Award of CSIR (1966), the National Design Award 

(
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Risk of uncertainty during the pandemic period was 

prudently presented by Dr P K Mishra; and this can 

help better to peruse adopted risk management 

process, its strength and gap areas to address. 
Surely other countries will find resonance of their 

situational analysis in his talk, though it was primarily 

focused on India. Dr Mishra has concluded his talk 
with forward

https://www.iitr.ac.in/centers/COEDMM/pages/Miscellaneous+JKML_Series.html
https://www.iitr.ac.in/centers/COEDMM/pages/Miscellaneous+JKML_Series.html


 5 

 

 

The South Asia Alliance of Disaster Research 

Institutes (SAADRI) was formed at the Centre of 

Excellence in Disaster Mitigation and Management 

(CoEDMM), IIT Roorkee, India on 13th November 

2020. On 6th November 2020 during the First Jai 
Krishna Memorial Lecture hosted by the CoEDMM, 

IIT Roorkee, the IIT Roorkee Director, Professor A K 

Chaturvedi announced the commencement of 

SAADRI in CoEDMM, IIT Roorkee. Other dignitaries 
present were Ms. Mami Mizutori, Assistant Secretary-

General, UNDRR, Dr. P K Mishra, Sasakawa 

Laureate of UNDRR and Principal Secretary of PM of 

India, and 500 plus dignitaries & participants online. 
The SAADRI aims to deepen the understanding of 

disasters in the South Asia Region including climate 

change impact, learn from evidence-based lessons, 

investigate and resolve implementation challenges, to 

achieve better resilience, infrastructure and 

technology adoption systems, improved livelihood of 

people, and promote societal safety culture by 

integrating knowledge and technologies. At the 
formation stage SAADRI will start with members from 

5 South Asian countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Nepal and Sri Lanka. In addition, members from 

other countries are allowed to join too. The SAADRI 

Secretariat can be reached at SAADRI@iitr.ac.in and 

SAADRI.iitr@gmail.com. 

 

SAADRI Program Advisors:  

•

¶

mailto:SAADRI@iitr.ac.in
mailto:SAADRI.iitr@gmail.com
https://www.iitr.ac.in/centers/COEDMM/pages/SAADRI.html
https://www.iitr.ac.in/centers/COEDMM/pages/SAADRI.html
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Concept Note 

With the unprecedented Covid-19 

circumstances and the unforeseen future, the 

5
th
 Global Summit of GADRI will be organised 

virtually during the summer of 2021 with a 

hybrid mini-
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i. Virtual conference within 26-28 hours 

ii. Two common sessions are proposed at the 

beginning and at the end regardless of the 

time;  

iii. three continental sessions for participants in 

each region to participate.  

• Asia covering Oceania ï hosted by 

GADRI Secretariat 

• Americas covering North and South 

America ïProf. Paul Kovacs supported by 

Prof. Lori Peek and Prof. John van de 

Lindt 

• Europe covering Africa and the Middle-

East ï Prof. Jorgen Sparf supported by 

Prof. Andrew Collins, and Dr. Tom De 

Groeve 

iv. Participants are allowed to send their 
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Each group will pick-up a theme and the results 

will be reported by the rapporteur at the panel 
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GADRI is a network coordinating research 

institutes engaged in disaster risk reduction and 

resilience at a global level to advance the global 

agenda of science community.  Actions to be 

taken by scientists are clearly defined by the 

Science and Technology Roadmap and Sendai 

Framework Agenda for 2030. All members of 

GADRI will be requested to voluntarily declare 

and report their research achievements and 

contributions along the lines of the S&T 

Roadmap and the progress and actions in terms 

of supporting the implementation of the priority 

areas of the Sendai Framework Agenda.  

 

GADRI membership is reaching 200 institutes 

excluding the members of the regional alliances. 

If each member institute contribute their actions 

towards the Roadmap, this would generate 

valuable information on the areas where most of 

the research is done and identify areas where 

there are gaps or where no research is being 

conducted.   

 

It is proposed to prepare a questionnaire that 

would give the basis for group discussions with 

research data, gaps, where things are moving 

well or not, and guide to future directions.  

 

Collected and analysed data and outputs from 

discussion sessions will also serve as GADRI 

Conference outcome and GADRI contribution to 

the Science and Technology Roadmap and the 

Sendai Framework Agenda for 2030. 

 

Questionnaire -  

• The inputs are voluntary contributions as a 

member of GADRI 

• Questions are phrased to maintain both 

coherences, and easy to reply 

• Target F on finance ï linked to where there 

are research needs for funding and how to 

know about it.  How to link the gap of funding 

and most needed research?  

• Research collaboration activities ï national 
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E-Poster Session 

• Young scientists are encouraged to submit an 

outline/abstract of the posters on the 

proposed conference themes/group 

discussion sessions. 

• The poster should be along the same 

principles of the “Abstracts and Final Paper” 

below. 

 

Abstracts and Final Papers  

Abstracts, key words and final paper (minimum 

3,000 words) to be submitted prior to the 

Conference by 31
st
 March 2021. 
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Established in March 2015, the Global Alliance of 

Disaster Research Institutes support the 

implementation of the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (SFDRR) and 

the work of the Scientific and Technical Advisory 

Group of the United Nations Office for Disaster 

Risk Reduction (UNDRR).   

In line with its vision, GADRI strives to deepen the 

understanding of disasters and find implementable 

solutions to achieve disaster resilience; i.e. 

human, technical system and infrastructure 

resilience, survivability and well-being, by 

integrating knowledge and technologies from 

around the world. Over 200 institutions have joined 

GADRI.GADRI membership is free; and 

completely voluntary and non-binding.  

GADRI Secretariat is currently headquartered and 

hosted by the Disaster Prevention Research 

Institute (DPRI), Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan.   

To join GADRI, please contact the GADRI 

Secretariat: secretariat-gadri@dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp  


